Appl. No. 10/629,602 



Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace ail prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1. (currently amended) A method for formulating a context representation, 
the method comprising: 

selecting at least one keyword from a plurality of text items associated with a 
computer application being manipulated by a user; 

determining a f i rst property an active task being performed by the user 
via associatod with the computer application; 

dot o rmin i ng a s o cond diff e r e nt property associated with tho user; 

selecting at least one transformation rule from a plurality of different 
transformation rules, the at least one transformation rule being selected based on 
the plurality of text items and the active task at least ono of tho f i rst prop e rty 
associat o d w i th tho comput e r app li cat i on and tho s o cond property associated with 
th© us e r * 

generating the context representation by applying the at least one transformation 
rule to the plura li ty of toxt itoms at least one keyword, the transformation rule causing 
the at least one keyword to be replaced by another keyword ; and 

storing the context representation in a computer readable media. 

Claim 2-4. (cancelled) 

Claim 5. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the 
computer application includes an e-mail application. 

Claim 6. (previously presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the at 
least one transformation rule includes eliminating text included in a signature section 
of the e-mail application. 
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Claim 7. (cancelled) 

Claim 8. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the 
active task is determined based on an indication provided by the user. 

Claim 9. (previously presented) The method of claim 8, wherein the 
computer application is associated with content, and the user indicates a subject 
matter associated with the content by selecting a button included in a graphical user 
interface. 

Claim 10. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 further 
comprising transforming the context representation based on a user input related to 
a trait of search. 

Claim 1 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 1 further 
comprising determining an information source on which an information search 
should be conducted based on the active task. 

Claim 1 2. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 

further comprising determining a property associated with the information source, 
wherein retrieving the at least one transformation rule is based on the property. 

Claim 13 -32. (cancelled) 

Claim 33. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , further 
comprising submitting a database query based on the context representation. 

Claim 34. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the 
computer application is being used for a task other than entering search terms for 
retrieving information. 
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Claim 35. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the 
computer application includes a web browser, and a type of content associated with the 
web browser is electronic mail. 

Claim 36. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the 
active task is a multi-step active task and the computer application includes an 
identifier of a particular step in the multi-step active task. 

Claim 37. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at 
least one transformation rule is selected based on the plurality of text items, the 
active task, a first property associated with the computer application, and a second 
property associated with the user. 

Claim 38. (previously presented) A machine readable medium 

storing software instructions structured to cause a computing device to: 

select at least one keyword from a plurality of text items associated with a 
computer application being manipulated by a user; 

determine an active task being performed by the user via the computer 
application; 

select at least one transformation rule from a plurality of different transformation 
rules, the at least one transformation rule being selected based on the plurality of 
text items and the active task; 

generate the context representation by applying the at least one transformation 
rule to the at least one keyword, the transformation rule causing the at least one 
keyword to be replaced by another keyword; and 

store the context representation in a memory device. 

Claim 39. (cancelled) 

Claim 40. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the computer application includes an e-mail application. 
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Claim 41 . (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
40, wherein the at least one transformation rule includes eliminating text included in 
a signature section of the e-mail application. 

Claim 42. (cancelled) 

Claim 43. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the active task is determined based on an indication provided by the 
user. 

Claim 44. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
43, wherein the computer application is associated with content, and the user 
indicates a subject matter associated with the content by selecting a button included 
in a graphical user interface. 

Claim 45. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the software instructions are structured to cause the computing device 
to transform the context representation based on a user input related to a trait of 
search. 

Claim 46. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the software instructions are structured to cause the computing device 
to determine an information source on which an information search should be 
conducted based on the active task. 

Claim 47. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
46, wherein the software instructions are structured to cause the computing device 
to determine a property associated with the information source, wherein retrieving 
the at least one transformation rule is based on the property. 
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Claim 48. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the software instructions are structured to cause the computing device to 
submit a database query based on the context representation. 

Claim 49. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the computer application is being used for a task other than entering search 
terms for retrieving information. 

Claim 50. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the computer application includes a web browser, and a type of content 
associated with the web browser is electronic mail. 

Claim 51 . (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the active task is a multi-step active task and the computer application 
includes an identifier of a particular step in the multi-step active task. 

Claim 52. (previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 
38, wherein the at least one transformation rule is selected based on the plurality of 
text items, the active task, a first property associated with the computer application, 
and a second property associated with the user. 



6 



